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Nothing ever happens in Fayette, South Carolina. That's what Popeye thinks, anyway. His whole

life, everything has just been boring, boring, boring. But things start to look up when the Jewells'

Holiday Rambler makes a wrong turn and gets stuck in the mud, trapping Elvis and his five rowdy

siblings in Fayette for who knows how long. Then things get even better when something curious

comes floating down the creekâ€•a series of boats with secret messagesâ€•and Popeye and Elvis set

out on a small adventure. Who could possibly be sending the notes and what do they mean?This

title has Common Core connections.
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American children grow up reading so many good British novels that sometimes it's hard to conjure

up similar books of a Yankee nature. Maybe that's why I like Barbara O'Connor so much. Fantasy

fans are forever searching for the next great American fantasy novel, but I for one am forever on a

search for the next great American realistic children's book. And certainly "The Small Adventure of

Popeye and Elvis" probably owes more to "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" than "The Railway

Children" when you read its plot and cadences. Small and unassuming, O'Connor appears to be



honing her craft with each book she writes. This latest is simply one of her best.Boredom comes

cheap in Fayette, South Carolina. If Popeye could sell it he'd be a rich boy by now. After all, there's

very little to keep him interested this summer. Living with his grandmother and his dog, life doesn't

really perk up until a Holiday Rambler filled to the brim with a loud, squabbling, exciting family gets

stuck in a nearby mud patch. Popeye quickly befriends Elvis, a boy about his age, and the two

decide that what they need is a small adventure. It's simply perfect that such an adventure presents

itself to the two when boats made out of Yoo-Hoo cartons start sailing down the nearby creek

carrying cryptic messages. Who's sending them? What do they mean? And will the boys be able to

solve the mystery before Elvis's Rambler is removed from the mud at last?How do you make a book

about nothing interesting?
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